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B ABSTRACT : In India self-help groups represent a unique approach to financial
intermediation. The concept combines access to low-cost financial services with a process of
self-management and devel opment for women who are SHG members. SHGs are seen to confer
many benefits, both economic and social. SHGs enable women to grow their savings and to
access the credit which banks are increasingly willing to lend. SHGs can also be community
platform from which women become active in village affairs, stand for local election or take
action to address social or community issues. . Maximum (53.75%) respondents ‘always’ faced
“lack of economic freedom” constraint while 59.58 per cent respondents faced constraints of
“irregular visit by extension worker” whereas, 65.00 per cent respondents faced the problem of
“complicated and time-consuming loan procedure”. More than fifty-seven per cent respondents
‘always’ faced the problem of “lack of communication between trainers and political leader”.
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